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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A hopp er Hopp e r vessel for temporarily holding a load of solid 
particulates, having a receiver part with a downwardly converging wall that is at an apex thereof 
provided with a discharge port for discharging the load, \diich receiver part is provided with an 
aa:ator for aerating the load, the aerator comprisii^ a supply passage in the form of a tubular 
member connectable to a supply of a pressurised aeration fluid or pressurising fluid whereby the 
pressurized aeration fluid or pressurising fluid is transportable through the supply passage, 
wfa^eby the tubular memb^ conq)rises a side wall that is provided with one or more opaiings 
p^forating the tubular member side waU, for allowing passage of the pressurized aeration fluid 
or the pressurising fluid from the supply passage into the hopper vessel, which tubular member 
is positioned on or close to the converging wall 

2. (Currently Amended) AlK>pp er Hopp e r vessel according to claim 1, \sdierdn the 
supply passage is connectable to a pressurisation device. 

3. (Currenty Amaided) A hopp er Hopp e r vessel according to claim j-er 2, wherein the 
tubular member extends in a substantially off-vatical directioa 

4. (Currently Amended) A hopp er Hopp e r vessel according to claim 3, wherein the one or 
more openings in the supply passage side wall face an upward directioa 

5. (Currently Amended) A hopper Hepp^ vessel according to claim 1,2, 3, or 4, vviierein 
the tubular supply passage extends along a longitudinal tube axis, and the discharge port is in 
alignment with the longitudinal tube axis. 

6. (Currently Amended) A hopp er Hopp e r vessel according to claim 5, a ny on e of th e 
pr e viou s claims, wherein the one or more openings are provided with a distributor comprising a 
porous mataial, preferably mad e of a sint e r e d metal, f or supporting the soUd particulates and 
allowing passage of pressurized aaation fluid or the pressurising fluid. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A hopp er tteppg vessel according to daimA any one of the 
previous claims, wherein there is a discharge zone defined inside the hopper vessel which 
discharge zone stretdies vertically above the disdiarge port, vvii©*eby the supply passage is 
provided outside the discharge zone. 

8. (Currently Am^ided) A hopp er Hopper vessel according to claim 1. any one of th e 
previous claims, h erein the one or more openings are arranged to bring pressurized a^ation 
fluid or the pressurising fluid into the hopper vessel in a direction facing away from the 
converging wall. 

9. (Currently Am^ed) A sluice Shaee vessel for feeding solid particulates into a 
pressurized pressure vessel, the sluice vessel in use having a low pressure state and a high 
pressure state, the sluice vessel comprising means for charging the sluice vessel with a load of 
the solid particulates when the sluice vessel is in its low pressure state, at least one discharge 
port, and pressuiisiiig means for increasing the pressure inside the sluice vessel by bringing a 
pressurising fluid into tfie sluice vessel, to bring the sluice vessel into its high pressure state 
before discharging the load via the discharge port, whereby the pressurising means comprises 
one or more pressurising fluid inlet means arranged to be submeiged under the load of solid 
particulates, the pressurising fluid inlet means comprising a supply passage in tte form of a 
tubular member for transporting the pressurising fluid \\iierd)y the tubular mraiber comprises a 
side wall that is provided with one or more openings perforating the tubular mmiber side wall, 
for allowing passage of the pressvirising fluid from the supply passage into the sluice vessel. 

10. (Curraitly Amended) A sluice Shuce vessel according to claim 9, wherein the tubular 
memb^ extends in a substantially oflF- vertical direction whereby the one or more op^iings face 
an upward directioa 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A sluice Skiiee vessel according to claims 9-er 10, \^erein the 
one or more openings are provided wdth a distributor comprising a porous mat^al, preferably 
mad e of a sint e red metal, for supporting the solid particulates and allowing passage of the 
pressurising fluid, which distributor is mechanically supported by the supply passage for 
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witfastanding a pressure dififer^ce across the distributor corresponding to at least the pressure 
difiTerence between Ifae low pressure state and a high pressure state. 

12. (Currently Amended) A sluice Skriee vessel according to claim 1 L any one of claims 
9 to 11, wherein there is a discharge zone defined inside the sluice vessel which discharge 
zone stretches vertically above the disdiar^ port, whereby the supply passage is provided 
outside the discharge zone. 

13. (Currently Amended) A sluice Skaee vessel according to claim 10, 11 or 12, having a 
part with a downwardly converging wall forming at art apex tha-eof the at least one discharge 
port, wii^dn tte pressurising fluid inlet means are arranged in, on, or close to the converging 
wall. 

14. (Curraitly Amended) A sluice Shuee vessel according to claim 1 3, wdierein the 
pressurising fluid inlet means are arranged to bring the pressurising fluid into the sluice vessel 
in a direction ^ing away from the converging wall. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method M e thod of operating a sluice vessel for feeding solid 
particulates into a pressurised pressure vessel, the sluice vessel comprising at least one 
discharge port, wherein the sluice vessel is brought from a low pressure state to a high pressure 
state, comprising the steps of: 

charging the sluice vessel with a load of the solid particulates when the sluice is in 
its low pressure state; 

bringirig the sluice vessel into its high pressure state, before discharging the load via 
the discharge port, by bringing a pressurising fluid into the sluice vessel thereby increasing the 
pressure inside the sluice vessel; 

whereby at least part of the pressurising fluid is brought into the sluice vessel via one or more 
pressurising fluid inlet means provided as one or more openings perforating a tubular member 
side wall submerged under the load of solid particulates. 

1 6. (Curr«itly Amended) A method Medsed according to claim 1 5, further comprising the 
step of discharging the load via the discharge port, while aerating the load by allowing a flow 
of an aeration fluid through the one or more pressurising fluid inlet means. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A method Method according to claim 16, wherein the 
aeration fluid is actively injected into the load of the solid particulates, whereby 
preferably one or both of a selected pressure and a selected volumetric rate of the aeration 
fluid is controlled. 
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